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CROP PROSPECTS REDUCED 
BY JULY DROUGHT 


Results of the drought are reflected 
in August 1 crop prospects. The Aug- 
ust l estimate for flue-cured tobacco 
was 10 percent below that of July 1 
and 12.7 percent under the record 1951 
crop. Com prospects were off 14 per- 
cent from July 1 and the smallest since 
1944. Hay production prospects also 
dropped 14 percent during the month 
but rains since ‘August 1 have cer- 
tainly improved the outlook. Sweet- 
potato production was indicated by 
growers to be off 15 percent from July 
1 and 5 percent under 1951 output. 
The first forecast of the 1952 cotton 


crop indicates a crop of 510,000 bales, 


32,000 short of the 1951 crop. The 
first forecast for soybeans indicates 
the lowest yield in 6 years from a 
record 303,000 acres. Peanut yield 
prospects were more favorable with a 
yield of 1,250 pounds indicated acreage 
for harvest, however, 18 the smallest 


since 1933. 


SMALLEST CORN CROP SINCE 1944 


A 55,075,000 bushel corn crop is in 
prospect for North Carolina as of Aug- 
ust 1. Such a crop would be the smak 
lest since 1944 --12,536,000 bushels or 
19 percent below production last year 
and 8 percent below average. An aver- 

(Continued on Page 3) 


JULY WEATHER SUMMARY 


Following on the heels of an unus- 
ually hot and dry June, July, 1952, 
brought a continuation of both heat and 
drought to North Carolina. During the 
first half of the month the heat was 
only seasonable. During the last half 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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NORTH CAROLINA FLUE-CURED 
CROP DOWN 92 MILLION POUNDS 


The 1952 North Carolina flue-cured 
tobacco crop is estimated at 853,040,- 
000 pounds, 124,600,000 pounds or 12.7 
percent less than the record 1951 crop 
of 977,640,000 pounds and compares 
with the 1941-50 average North Caro- 
lina flue-cured production of 722,736,- 
000 pounds and the 1950 crop of 858,- 
140,000 pounds. - The decrease in this 
year’s flue-cured crop would be more 
pronounced if growers had not planted 
8,000 more acres than last year. This 
estimate is based on reports from grow- 
ers showing the condition of the crep 
as of August 1. Hence,any improve- 
ment in the crop as the result of rains 
since August 1 may not be fully re- 
flected in this estimate. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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AUGUST 1, 1952 COTTON REPORT 


As of August 1, the North Caro- 
lina 1952 cotton crop is estimated at 
510,000 bales (500-pounds gross 
weight), This is 32,000 bales below 
production in 195] and compares with 
the 10-year average of 523,000 bales. 
This report is based upon information 
from cotton growers throughout the 
State. 

Growing season was favorable for 
cotton over most of the State until 
July 1. Since that date and particu- 
larly since July 15, hot, dry weather has 
reduced prospects considerably. High 
temperatures have caused heavy losses 
through shedding of squares, small 
bolls and premature opening of bolls, 
especially in southem areas, In many 
areas high temperatures have caused 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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FRUIT AND NUT CROPS 


Drought conditions during June and 
July, particularly July, reduced fruit 
prospects considerably. In general 
all fruit had a good set this year, but 
the unusual dry condition has prevented 
normal sizing. In addition, hail dam- 
age this year was more extensive than 
usual in the main commercial apple 
producing areas. 

“The August 1 forecast now places 
North Carolina commercial apple pro- 
duction at 1,628,000 bushels compared 
with 1,269,000 bushels last year and 
the 10- year average of 1,090,000 
bushels. 

Peach production is now estimated 
at 1,541,000 bushels, 15 percent be- 
low the 1951 crop of 1,806,000 bush- 
els and 17 percent below the 10-year 
average of 1,867,000 bushels. Har- 
vesting of the commercial portion of 
the State’s crop is drawing to a close. 
Movement of the Elberta crop in the 
Sandhills section reached its peak 
around August 4, The extended drought 
period and high temperatures caused 
some damage to the quality of the El- 
berta crop. Some fruit was badly sun- 
burned by abnormally high tempera- 
tures. Size generally was below nor- 
mal, 

The 1952 pear crop is estimated at 
155,000 bushels, 1,000 bushels above 
production last year, but 47,000 bush- 
els below average. Prospective grape 
production showed slight improvement 
during the month. Production for the 
State is now estimated at 2,900 tons. 
This is 9 percent or 300 tons under 
1951 production and 27 percent below 
average. The first forecast of the 
season placed North Carolina’s 1952 
pecan crop at 2,090,000 pounds. This 
compares with the 1951 crop of 2,435,- 
000 pounds, and the 10-year average 
of 2,414,000 pounds. 


PEANUT CROP ABOVE ‘AVER'AGE 


According to reports received from 
North Carolina’s peanut growers indi- 
cated August 1 condition of peanuts 
is above average. In spite ot the dry, 
hot weather experienced over most of 
the State this summer, the weather 
pattern to date in the important peanut 
producing area has been mostly favor- 
able for peanuts. Planting was done 
under ideal conditions and weather 
immediately following was especially 
favorable for good germination of seed, 


FARM REPORT 


Therefore stands are exceptionally 
good. The dry summer season aided 
in producing one of the cleanest crops 
of records. 

As of August 1 prospects were for 
an average yield of 1,250 pounds per 
acre compared to 1,330 pounds last 
year and the average of 1,090 pounds. 
It is estimated that 199,000 acres are 
being grown for picking and thresh - 
ing this season. This is 16 percent 
fewer acres than in 1951 and the smal- 
lest picked and threshed acreage since 
the 190,000 acres harvested in 1933. 


HAY PROSPECTS DECLINE 


Dry weather and extremely high 
temperatures during July reduced hay 
prospects in North Carolina) The 
1952 hay crop is estimated at 1,002,- 
000 tons, as of ‘August 1. This is 
159,000 tons less than the July 1 es- 
timate, and compares with the 1951 
crop of 1,225,000 tons and the 10- 
year average of 1,266,000 tons. 

The first cutting of alfalfa hay was 
was generally good; however, : hot-dry 
weather retarded or stopped growth and 
some growers failed to get a second 
cutting at the usual time. 

The hot-dry weather reduced lespe- 
deza stands and retarded growth during 
June and July, however, both lespedeza 
and alfalfa have made good response 
to recent rains offering some hope that 
yields may turn out better than now in- 


dicated. 
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AUGUST COTTON REPORT € ont/a) 


much more damage than dry weather. 
Boll weevil damage was held incheck’ 
to mid-July by control’ programs and hot 
weather. After July 15 many growers 
discontinued their dusting or spraying 
schedule, and around August 1 boll 
weevils were quite active in many 
fields. Recent good rains over all of 
the State’s cotton belt may improve 
prospects on late plantings, but are 
expected to cause further shedding on 
some of the early plantings. 

Assuming average abandonment 
after July 1,:the acreage for harvest 
this year would be 690,000 acres - the 
same as_ harvested last year. 

Lint yield, indicated as of August 1, 
is 355 pounds, compared with 376 
pounds last year and the average of 341 
pounds, 

The U. S. cotton crop is estimated 
at 14,735,000 bales of 500 pounds 
gross weight, 3 percent smaller than 
last year, but 25 percent above average. 
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and Cali- 
fomia are the only important cotton 
producing states where prospects are 
for a crop larger than harvested last 
year. 


Retail food prices in the first half 
of this year averaged a little higher 
In the first quartei 
consumers spent a slightly larger share 
of their disposable income for food than 


than & year earlier. 


in the 3 preceding quarters. 
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CORN CROP (6 ontinued) 


age yield of 25.0 bushels per acre is 
forecast, compared with 31.0 bushels 
last year and the record 33.0 bushels 
per acre harvested in 1950. Such a 
yield would be the lowest for the State 
since 1945 and the first time since 
1946 that the average has gone below 
30 bushels per acre. The 10-year aver- 
age yield is 26.5 bushels per acre. 

Drought damage is evident in all seo 
tions of the State. Com in the Pied- 
mont was especially hard hit. Inten- 
sive heat prevented proper pollination 
and even in the better fields ears are 
poorly filled. Recent rains will help 
late corn to some extent, -but the bulk 
of the crop is past the stage for mater- 
ial recovery. 


FARM REPORT 


DROUGHT CUTS SWEETPCTATO CROP 


A North Carolina sweetpotato crop 
of 3,570,000 bushels is estimated as 
of August 1. This is a reduction of 
15 percent from the July 1 forecast, 5 
percent below the 1951 crop of 3,760,- 
000 bushels and 48 percent below av- 
erage production of 6,850,000 bushels. 

Yield is now placed at 85 bushels 
per acre, compared with a 94 bushel 
average in 1951 and the 10-year aver- 
age of 106 bushels. Such a yield 
if realized, would be the smallest pro- 
duced in this State since 1932. How- 
ever, rains just preceding and follow- 


ing August 1 could improve the out- 
look for this crop materially. 
Cattle prices are likely to stay 


below a year earlier through fall, 
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SOYBEAN YIELD PROSPECTS 


Based on August 1 reports from 
soybean producers in North Carolina, 
prospective yield for soybeans is pla- 
ced at 12.5 bushels the lowest of the 
past 6 years. This is 4 bushels below 
the record yield of 16.5 bushels real- 
ized last year and compares with the 
ten year average yield of 12.9 bushels. 
Rainfall received since August 1 has 
been beneficial since the crop is now 
blooming and setting pods. 

If farmers hold to their intentions 
for utilization of the total estimated 
acreage of soybeans planted this year, 
a record high of 303,000 acres will be 
harvested for beans this season. This 
is 3,000 acres more than was harvested 
last year and 60,000 acres above the 
ten-year average. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES, ACREAGE, YIELD & PRODUCTION OF CROPS 1951 AND INDICATFD AUGUST 1, 1952 
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JULY WEATHER SUMMARY (cont'a) 


of the month a series of heat waves 
struck the State, breaking all previous 
high temperature records over large 
areas, and bringing the average tem- 
perature for the month up among the 
highest on record, Meanwhile, all rain 
that fell during the first 28 days of July 
came as_ scattered thundershowers, 
giving heavy downpours to a few local- 
ities, and leaving the greater part of 
the State’s area drier and drier as the 
days passed. The final three days of 
the month brought an increase in the 
thundershower activity, so that impor- 
tant rains fell on nearly all the State, 
These rains brought the average July 
rainfall up close to the normal amount. 

The persistency of the heat is best 
illustrated by the fact that aftemoon 
temperatures over large areas of the 
Piedmont and interior Coastal Plain 
reached 90 degrees or higher every day 
of July after the llth. A steady climb 
began on the 15th leading to scattered 
readings of 100 degrees on the 19th 
and 20th; then on the following three 
days temperatures of 100 or higher 
were a daily occurrence over all the 
State except the mountains and a few 
protected localities. Mercury readings 
. up to 105 or 107 occurredin the warmer 
interior sections, breaking records that 
in some cases had been established 
last month. Slight relief came briefly 
on the week end of 26-27, only to be 
followed by two more days as hot as 
the hottest. On the afternoon of the 
29th numerous thunderstorms broke out 
around the State. This was repeated 
on the 30th and 31st, and the heat 
wave was finally broken. So was the 
drought except in the southern moun- 
tains and a few sétattered localities. 


NORTH CAROLINA FLUE-CURED TOBACCO ( éontinued) 


Extended dry weather and extremely 
high temperatures during June and July 
damaged the crop in most areas.’ The 
extent of such damage varied consider- 
ably, since some farms in a given area 
report better prospects than last year. 
The dry, hot weather caused upper 
leaves to scald and bottom leaves 
to bum. The dry weather retarded 
or checked growth altogether. In some 
instances early set tobacco had been 
harvested prior to the receipt of rain 
around ‘August 1. 

Average yield of the total flue 
cured crop is estimated at 1,143 
pounds per acre, compared with the 
record average flue-cured yield of 
1,325 pounds in 195] and the 1941-50 
average yield of 1,120 pounds. 

Type 11 production is estimated at 
293,000,000 pounds, 46,300,000 pounds 
or 13.6 percent less than 1951 produc- 
tion, but 25,984,000 pounds or 9,7 per- 
cent above the 1941-50 average pro- 
duction of 267,016,000 pounds. The 
average yield is estimated at 1,000 
pounds, compared with the 195] yield 
of 1,170 pounds and the 1941-50 yield 
of 1,049 pounds. 


Production of Type 12 tobacco is 
estimated at 441,000,000 pounds. This 
compares with 510,860,000 pounds last 
year and the 1941-50 average produc- 
tion of 368,522,000 pounds. Yieldis 
estimated at 1,225 pounds per acre 
compared with the record of 1,435 
pounds last year and the 1941-50 av- 
erage of 1,159 pounds. 

Type 13 production is estimated at 
119,040,000 pounds, 8,440,000 pounds 
or 6.6 percent less than last year’s 
crop of 127,480,000 pounds, but 36.5 
percent or 31,842,000 pounds above 
the 1941-50 average production of 
87,198,000 pounds. Estimated yield 
per acre is 1,280 pounds compared with 
the 1951 record yield of 1,385 pounds 
and the 1941-50 average yield of 1,137 
pounds, 

The 1952 North Carolina Burley 
crop is estimated at 17,640,000 pounds 
compared with 21,350,000 pounds last 
year and the 10-year average produc- 
tion of 14,098,400 pounds. The yield 
per acre is estimated at 1,400 pounds 
compared with 1,750 pounds last year 
and the 1941-50 average of 1,420 
pounds, 
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